FORD   VERSUS   MARX

Ministry of Transport, which should exercise this responsibility,
has failed to do so.

The Buchanan Report will provoke acute controversy for
years ahead and only good can come from it so long as we do
not allow the arguments to divide us as motorists versus pedes-
trians or shopkeepers versus commuters. We are all people and
the quality of our life depends on creating cities that will meet
our all-round needs as fully as possible.

At Scarborough Harold Wilson told the Labour conference
that science and technology would outdate our present methods
of production and make existing skills obsolete. This new
report proves it most dramatically. The motor-car has made
more than our cities obsolete: it has outdated our institutions
and much of the philosophy of laissez-faire as well.

It is therefore almost certain that the ugliness and the con-
tradictions introduced into our society by the unplanned devel-
opment of private motor traffic will lead to a demand for far
more real planning and public ownership than ever emerged
as the result of nineteenth-centiiiy capitalism* The historians
may accord an honoured place to Henry Ford because he
proved that Karl Marx had a point.
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